River Valley Civilizations
	Indus River Valley
	Huang He (Yellow ) River Valley

	· Well planned cities in grid like pattern
· Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro
· Indoor plumbing and drainage systems

· Cultivated cotton

· Wheeled vehicle

· Sanskrit = written language has not been translated


	· Himalaya Mountains, Gobi Desert, and Pacific Ocean were natural barriers

· Geographically isolated

· “Middle Kingdom”

· Mandate of Heaven = right to rule comes from the gods 

· Used oracle bones
· Yin and Yang

· Ancestor worship

· Shang dynasty

· Pictographs = writing system
· Silk

· Porcelain 

	Mesopotamia
	Egyptian (Nile) River Valley

	· Wheeled vehicle
· City-states

· Euphrates and Tigris 

Rivers

“the land between two rivers”

“Fertile Crescent”

· Cuneiform: writing system
· Algebra

· Divided hour into 60 min.

· Divided circle into 360 degrees

· Ziggurats-temples

· Sumerians, Babylonians
· Hammurabi’s Code – 1st written set of laws “eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth” – punishments depended on a person’s social class


	· Pharaoh- god-like kings

· Built pyramids to honor and bury pharaohs

· Mummification

· Hieroglyphics – picture writing
· Rosetta Stone – translates writing

· Papyrus paper

· 12 month calendar


All River Valley Civilizations:





Irrigation Systems


Polytheistic


Systematic agriculture


FARMING


Rich, fertile soil


Job specialization
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Flooding








